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‘Wasmvaron, Feb. 10, 1865
$o vun Howorams ron Hovsk o REPRESENTATIVES :—

Ba response fo your resolution of the 8th inst., request-
ag information In relation to & conference recently held
I Hampton Roads, 1 have the honor to state, that on the
day of the date I gave Francis P, Blair, 8r., & eard, writ-
Gm on as follows, 0 wit:—

| Allow the bearer, F. P. Blalr, 8r., o pass our lines, go
South and return. A, LINCOLN.

Deczumzn 28, 1504,

That at the time I was Informed that Mr. Blalr sought
the card as & means of gotiing to Richmond, Virginia;
Duthe was given no suthority to speak oract for the
@government, nor was 1 informed of anything he would
myor do on his own account or otherwise. Mr, Blair
fald me thai he had been to Richmond, and had seen Mr.
Jalforson Davis, and he (Mr. Bialr) at the same timo left
with me & manusoript leteer, as follows, to wit:—

Ricawonn, Va., Jao. 12, 1885,
P P. Buum, Esq.:—

@m—1 have desmed it proper, and probably desirable,
#egive you inthin form the substance of the remaris
made by me to be repeated by you io Presideat Lig-
osln, o, &o.

I have no disposition "to find obstacles in forms, and
@ willing now, aa heretofore, to enter into negotistions
fier the restoration of peace.

Tam ready to send s commission whenover I have
geason 10 suppose It will be recelved, or to receive a com-
mdssion if the United Stales government shall choose to
seod one.

Motwithstanding the rejection of our former offers, 1
wouM, ¥ you ocould promise that & commissioner,
minisier or other agent woald be received, sppolat one
immediately, and renew the effort (o emier dnlo a con-
Jowence with o wiew lg secure peacs fo fhe fwo coun'ries.

Yours, ke, JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Afverwards, with the view that it ahould bo shown to

M. Davis, I wrote and delivered to Mr. Blair o letter as

“ —
o Wasmworow, Jan. 18, 1865
F. P. Bum Eaq.:— f

Bos—Your having shown me Mr, Davia' lettor to you
of the 13th inst, you may say %0 him that I have com-
giantly been, am now, and shall continue ready to re-
#sive any agent whom be or aay other lafluential porson
sow resisting the national authority may Informally soad
e with a wiew of securing peace to the people of our com-
men cowndry. Yours, ko, A. LINCOLN,

Aferwards Mr. Blair dictated for and suthorized me
e make an entry on the back of my retalned copy of the
Betier last above recited, which Is as follows: —

Jawvanr 28, 1505,

To-day Mr. Blair tells me that on the 21st inst. he de-
Bvered to Mr. Davin the original, of which the within ia
aeopy, and lefi it with him, that at the time of deliver-
fag Mr. Davis road it over twice in Mr. Blair's presence.
it the close of which he (Mr. B.) remarked that the part
aboul owr one common coundry related o the part of Mr.
Dawly letter aboul the two eountrias, to which Mr. Davis re-
Jiled that Ae 80 undorsiood i A, LINCOLN.

Afterwards the Becretary of War placed in my hands
e following telegram, endorsed by him, as app
I Ormos Usieo Srares Miurary Tmsonar,

Wan DErARTMENT.
fOtpher |

The followlng tclegrams were raceived at Washington,
Junoary 29, 1805:= - Manﬂn&}

Anxy or TR Jamws, Jun. 20—0:50 P
Sen. B, M. Braxron, Becretary of War:—

The following despatch is just received from Major
@enoral Parke, who refers it to me for my action. 1
wafer i to you In view of Goneral Grant's absenco,

E. 0. . ORD, Major Gencoral Commanding.

i Huapquakrens, Arsy oF THE PoTOMAL,
L Jan, 204 P M.

Major Gonaral £, 0. C, Owp, Headquarters of the Army
of the Jamen:—

The following despatch ls forwarded to you for your
pstion. Bioce 1 have no knowledge of Gencral Grani's
Beving bud any understanding of this kind I refer the
-maller 10 you & the raaking officor present in the two

JOHN G. PARKE, Major Goneral Commanding.

Frox Heavquanrens, Normy Arxey Conrn, l
Jan. 29, 1h06,
Sinjor Genaral Joun @, Panke, Hoadquarters, Army of the

Polomas . —

Alexandor T Stephens, T M. T. Hunter and J. A
Qampbell deaire to crom wy lines, in accordance with an
uaderstanding claimed to exist with Licutenant General
@raat, on thelr way 1o Washington aa peace sommis-
gloners. Ehull they bo admitied? They desire an early
ssawer, so as lo como through Immodiately. They
would liko to reach City Polot to-night if they can. 17
they cannot do this they would ke 0 come Lhrough sy
em A M. o-morrow morning. .

0. B. WILSON, Major Commanding Ninth Oorpn.

Respoctfully referred to the President for such instras.
Mons as he may be pleased 1o give.

EDWIN M. BTANTON, Seerotary of War,

Jaxoany 20--8:00 P. M.

Tt appears that about the time of placing the foregoing

In my bands, the 8 y of War daspatchied
: rul Ord an follows, Lo wik:—
Wan DeranraesT,
Wammwaron Orry, Jan. 2910 P, 'I.I
Pajor Qeneral Onn:-—
This departi=ent has no knowledge of any undarstand-

ing by General Grant to allow any person to0 come within
his Hnes as commissioners of any sort.  You will there-
fore allow no one to come into your lines under such
character or profession until you receive the President's
instructions, to whom your telegrams will be submitled
for his directiona EDWIN M, ETANTON,

Becretary of War,

Sont In cipher at two A. M.

Afterwards, by my directions, tho Becretary of War
telographed General Ord as follows, to wit:—

Wiz Derawruesr,

. WMM,M:D—HLI. ]
Major General E. O, C. Oxn, Headquarters of the Army

of the James:—

By direction of the President, you are instructed to in-
form the three gentlemen—Messre. Stephens, Hunter and
Campbell—that & messenger will be despatched to them,
ator near where they now are, without unnecessary
delay EDWIN M. BTANTON, Secretary of War.

Afterwards 1 prepared and put loto the hands of Major
Thomas T. Eckert the following imstructions and mes-

Exzovrrvn Mamsow, Wasmeorox, Jap, 30, 1808,
Major T. T. Ecuzar:—

Bir—You will proceed, with the documents placed in
your hands, and on resching General Ord will deliver him
the lotter addressed him by the Secretary of War. Then,
by General Ord's mssistance, procure an interviow with
Messrs. Btephens, Hunter and Oampbell, or sny of
them. Deliver t0 him or them the paper om
which your own lettor Is written. Note on the
sopy which you retain the time of delivery and to whom
delivered. Boceive their answer In writing, walting a
reasonable time for 18, and which, {f @ contain their de-
virion to coms tArough without further oonditions, will
pe your warrant to ask General Ord to pass them through
as directed in the letter of tho Becretary of War. If by
their answer they decline to come, or propose other terms,
do not have them passed through; and this being your
whole duty, return and report to me,

Yours truly, A. LINCOLN,
Messrn. Avsxaxvsn H. Srxrmows, J. A Canrszin and
R. M. T. Howran:—

Gmomuans—I am [nstruocted by the President of the
United States to place thispaper in your bands, with the
Information that If you pars through the United States
military lines, 1t will bo understood that you do so fir
the purpose of am informal conference on the bawis of
that letter, & copy of which is on the reverse side of this
sheet, and that §f you choose (o pass on such undersland-
ing, and 00 motify me in sariting, I will procure the Com-
manding General o pass you through tho lines and to
Fortross Monroe, under such military precautions as he
may deom prudent, and st which place you will be met
in duo time by seme person or, persons for the purposo
of such informal conference; and, further, that you shall
bave 'protection, sefe conduot and safe return, in all
evonta THO8, T. ECEERT,

Major and Aid-de-Camp,

Crry Powvr, Va,, Fob, 1, 1865,

Wasmxoton, Jan. 18, 1865,
F. P, Buam, Esq. :—

Em—Your having shown mo Mr, Davis’ letter to you
on the 12th inst., you may eay to bim that I have con-
stantly been, am now, and shall continue, ready to re-
ealve any agent whom he or sny other infloential person,
now resisting the national suthoricy, may informally send
to mo wilh the view ¢f securing peace o the prople of
our comaon counlry. Yours, ko A, LINCOLN.

Aftorwards, but before Major Eckert had departed, the
following despatch was received from General Grant:—

Orrics Usitsp Brares Miurany TELsamarm,
WaR DEPARTMENT, }

[Cipher.]

The following telegram, recelved at Washington Jaa-
uary 31, 1866, from City Foint, Va., st half-past ten A. M.
January 31, 1566:—

His Excellency, Aunanax Livoory, President of the United

Btatea—

The following communication was recelved here last
evening:—

Parznswuna, Va, Jan. 30, 1805.
Lieut, Gen. U, B Grawy, Commanding Armies United

Btntes:—

Bin—We desire to pass your lines under safe conduot,
and to procecd to Washington, to hold a conference with
President Lincoln upon the subject of the existing war,
and wih o view ¢ aperigining upon lewa i may
be lerminaled, in purswance of the courss dndicated by
Mim in Ms later (o Mr. Blair, of Janwary 18, 1868, of
which we presume you have a eopy, and If not, we wish
to see you in persoz, If convemient, and to confer with
you on the subject. Very respectfully, yours,

. ALEXANDER H STEFHENS,
J. A. CAMPBELL,
R M. T. HUNTER.

I have sent directions to receive theso gentlemen, and
expeot Lo have them at my quarters this evening, awail-
ing your instroctions.

U. B. GRANT, Lieutenant Genoral,
Commanding Armies of the United States.

This, it will be percelved, transferred General Ord's
agency io the matter to General Grant, I resolved, how-
ever, to send Major Eckert forward with his e,

ot half-past two P. M., Feb 1,188, from City Poing,

Va, Feb, 1, half-past twelve P, M., 1505 :—

His Excellency A Lowooux, Fresident of the United

Blates:—

Your despatch recelved Therewill be no srmistice In
eonsequonce of Lhe presence of Mr. Blephons and others
within our lines. The roops are kept in readiness to
move at the shortest notice, If occasion should justify it

U. B. GRANT, Lieutenant Gensral,

To notify Major Eokert that the Becretary of Biate
would be at Fortreas Monroe, and te put them (n commu-
nication, the following despatch was sent:—

Wan Daransuomyr, Wasnwarow, Fob. 1, 1865
Major T. T. Ecxanr, oare of General Grant, Oty Poini,
Vo i—

Call at Fortress Monroe, and put yourself under direc-
tion of Mr. 8., whom you will find there,
A LINCOLN,
On the morning of the 34 Insl. the following telegrams
were received by me respoctively from the Seeretary
of Biate and Major Bclert:—
Fonyums Mownos, Va, Feb, 1-11:80P. M.
Tun Pazssmanr or yas Usrrep Srarms:—
Arrived here this ovening. Richmond party Bot here.
T remain here. W. H. SEWARD,
Orry Poiwe, Vo, Fob 1-10P. M.
His Excellensy A LixcoLy, President of -Ahe United
—
"1 have the homor 10 report the delivery of youf com-
munication and my letter at quarter past four this after-
noon, to which I recelved a reply at six P. M., but not
sstisfuctory. At eight P. M. the following note, ad-
dressed to General Grant, was received:—

Bm—Wo desire to go to Washington eity to confer in-
formally with tho President personally & reference &
the mptiars mantioned in My ltler o My. Blair of Ghe
18h of Jumuary wltimo. Without sny personal compro-
mise on any question in the letter, wo have the permis-
sion 10 do so from the suthorities st Richmond. Very
respectfully, yours,

R. M. T. HUNTER,
J. A. CAMFBELL.

At half-past nine P, M. I notified thom that they conld
notproceed further, uniess they complied with the terms
expressed in my letter. The point of mecting designated
in the above note would not, in my opinion, be insisted
upon. I think Fort Monroe would be accoptable. Hav-
Ing complisd with my instructions, T will return to Wash-
laglon to-morrow unless otherwise ordered.

. THOMAS T. ECKERT, Major, &o.

On reading this despatch of Major Eckert, I was about
to recall him and the Becrelary of Biate, when the fol-
lowing telegram of General Grant tothe Becretary of War
was shown me:—

i Wan mmmg}
mp“‘]

The following telegram, recelved st Washington thirty-
five minutes past four o’clock A. M., February 3, 1808,
from City Point, Va, Februaryl, balf-past ten P. M.,
1808 :—

Hon. Epwiv M. Brawvow, Secretary of War:—

Now that the interview between Major Eckert, under
his written instructions, and Mr. Stophena and party, bas
ended, I will state confidentially, but not offl-
cially to become s matter of record, that I am
convinced, upon comversatlom with Messra. Ste-
phens and Huntor, that (heik {nfentions ars good
and their desire sincere fo reslore peace and umion.
I have not fult myself at liberty Lo express even views of
my own or to socount for my reticence. This has placed
mo in an awkward position, which 1 eould have avoided
by not secing them in the first Instance. I fear now
their going back, without any expression to any one in
autbority, wiil bave a bad influence. At the same tims,
1 recognize the dificulties in the way of recelving these
informal commissioners at this time, and [ do not know
what to recommend. 1 mm sorry, however, that Mr.
Lincoln cannot have an interview With the two named In
this despatch, If not all three mow within our Llinos.
Thelr letior to me was all thai the Preaident’s instrus-
tions contemplated to secure their safe conduct Uf they

This despatch of General Grant changed my purpose,
and sccordingly I telegraphed bhim and ihe Becretary of

Btate as follows:— e
AR
Wasmaron, Fob, imm}
Lieutensnt General Grawr, City Point, Va. :—

Bay o the geutlemen that I will meet them personalty
at Fortroas Monroe as soon as I can get there.
A. LINOOLN,
Bent in cipher st nine o'clock A. M.
Wan Dueaxraner,
Wasmxarox, Feb. 2, 1888,
Hon. Wa. H. Bzwasp, Fortress Monroe, Va. :—
Induced by & despatch from General Grant, I joln you
ai Fortress Monroe as soon as [ can come.
A. LINCOLN,
Bent in eipher st nine o'clock A. M.
Before starting, the following dospstch was shown me.

and accordingly telegruphed Goneral Grunt as follows, Lo
wit:—

Exzcvmvn Mawmion, Wagnmvarow, Jan, 31, 1868,
Lisutenant General Graxr, City Point, Va:—

A messenger is coming to you on the businesss con-
tained In your despatch. Detain the gentlomen In com-
fortable guarters until be arrives, and then act upon the
moasage ho brings, a8 far as appligbde, it having becn
made up to pasa through General Ord’s bands, and when
the gontl were d to bo beyond our lines

A, LINCOLN.

[8°nt in cipher at half-past one P. M.]

When Major Eekerislepartod e bore with him a lotter
of the Secrotary of War to General Grant aa follows, to
wit:—

Ly

Wan Deranraesr,
Wasmvarow, D, C., Jan. 50, mh.i
Lisutonant Generul Grast, commanding, &e ;—

GrxrmaL—The President desires that you will pleass
procurs for the benrer, Major Thomaa F. Eckert, an in-
terview with Messre Btephens, Hunter mnd Campbell;
and If, on his return to you, he requesis it, pass them
through our lines to Fortresa Mouroa by such route and
under such military precsutions as you may deem pru-
dent, glving them protection and comfurtable quarters
while there, and that you let nooeof this have any eYect
upon your movements or plans
By order of the President.

EDWIN M. ETANTON, Eecrelary of War.
Bupposing the proper polnt to be then reached, 1 des-
patclied the SBecrotary of State with the following Instroe-
tions, Major Eckort, however, golug ahead of him :—
Exeurivie Masmox,
Wasnsorox, Jan. 81, 1568, ]’
Hon, Wozian 1. Sewinh, Bacretary of State:—

You will proceed to Foriress Monros, Va, there to
moot and ioformally confer with Messrs. Btephens,
Hunter and Campbell on the baris of my letter (o F. P.
Blair, Beq., of January 18, 1605, a copy of which you
have. You will make known Lo them that three things
are lndisponsable, to wit:—

Fuirg—The restoration of the natlona! suthority throogh-
out all the Statess

Sscond—No receding by the Exerutlve of the United
Blates on the siavery quastion from the positlon assumoed
thereon in the late annual message to Congress aund in
the peco diag documents,

Third—No ccsmation of hostilties chort of an end of
tho war, and the disbanding of all the forces hostile o
the goverament

You will Inform them that all propositions of theirs
not inoonsistend with tha ahove will i oomuidered and paved
upon in @ spirit of sincere Wberaly. You will hear all
thoy may cliooss 1o say, and repart It te me.  You will
not to definitaly ate anytl ing.

Youm, &ec. ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

On the day of ita date the followiug telegram was send
o General Grant: —

Wan DerantwnsT,
Wasmuarox, Feb, 1, 191».]
Lientenant General Gnawr, Clty Point, V. :—
Led nothing which #s trunspiring change, hinder or
delsy your mililary movemenig or plans.
A. LINCOLN.
[Bent in clpher at half-past nine A. M.]
Afterwarda the following desputeh waa roceivod from
Genaral Grant:—
Orwyon Usrren Sraren %rurm Trrsnnam, l

[Oivim 1 AR Deranmane

The followine lalagram was recsived st Washinston

- —

Ip 8
Ornice UniTeo Srates Maurmaxy Tmusorars,
Wan Duraxramsr.

[Cipher.]

Tho following telegram received at Wash Feb-
ruary 3, 1866, from City Polnt, Va., nine A. M., February
2, 1666:—

Hon. Winzaax H. Brwarn, Becrotary of State, Fortress
Mouroe, 0 Hon. Eowix M. Srawron, Becretary of
War, Washington:—

Thao gontlemon here have acceptod the proposed torma,
and will leave for Fortreas Monroe at balf-past nine A. M.

U, 8. GRANT, Licatenant General

On the night of the 24, I reached Hampton Roads,
found the Beoretary of Stato and Major Eckort on & ateameor
anchored off the shore, and learned of them that the
Richmond gentlemen were on another steamer, also
anchored off shore In the Roads, and that the Secrotary
of State had not yet secn or communicated with them,
I msceriained that Major Eckert had literally complied
with his instructions, and I saw for the first time the an.
swer of the Richmopd gentlemon to him, which, in his
despatch to mo of the 1st, he charnclorizes as not saiis.
factory. That answer ls as fallows, 1o wit;—

Crry Poisr, Va., Fob, 1, 1865,

Taoman J. Eoxunr, Major and Ald-de-Camp: —
Maisor—Your note, deliversd by yourself this day, has

been considered.  In reply wo have to say that wo were

furnished with a copy of the letter of President Lincoln
to Franols P, Blalr of the 18th of January ult., another
copy of which is appended to your note.  Our lutentions
aro contained in & letler of which the following is &

i Rromuown, Jan. 28, 1888,

In conformity with the lottor of Mr. Linecoln, of
which tho foregoing Is & copy, you are 19 pro.
ooed to Washington eity for inforwe} confer.
ence with him upon the lsmicy luvolvéd In the eximing
war, and for the purpose of securing peace to the two
countries.  'With greal respect, your ohedient servant,

JEFFERSON DAVIA

The substantial object to be oblained by the informal
couference is to ascertain upon what terms the existing
war can bo fer i h hily. Inatr con.
tamplate a personsl intorview between President Lincoln
and ourselves at Washington ; but, with this explanation,
we are ready L0 meol any porson or parsons that Presi-
dent Lincoln may appoint, st such place a8 he may
dealgnate, Our earnest desire |8 that  Just and honara-
blo prace may be agreed upon, and we are propared to
recelve or lo submit propositions which may possibly
Jead to the sitainmont of that end. Very respectfully,
youm, ALEXANDER H. BTEFHENA

R M T HUNTER
JOHN A, CAMPBELL

A note of thess gentlemen, mbsequently sddressed to
@eneral (rant, has alroady boen given in Major Eckert's
despatch of the Lot inet. 1 also saw hore for the fiemt
time the following note addressed by the Richmond gen.
tiamen s Major Eokert:—

Orry Porer, Vo, Feb, 2, 1808,
Trowan T, Eoxenr, Majog and Ald-de-OCamp :—

Mason—In reply to your verbal satemont that your
Instructions did not allow you Lo alter the conditions
upon which & passport could be glven to na, we say that
wae are willing to prooeed to Fortress Monros, and \here
o have on informal confirmes wilh any persm or
perena hat Presidnt  Limcoln may appoint m  the
baele of Mo My fo Fromcls P, Bledr, of O 1805
o Jessary sitime, of upon any other terma or
canditlous Lhal e may barsafler Durpose nol moonais-

tent with the esscntial principles of self-government
and populer rights, upon which our institations sre
founded. It s our earnest wish to ascertaln, after a free
i e Soa e e

tarms, If any, a just and honorable peace can
be established without the further effusion of blood, and
o comtribute our utmost efforts %0 accomplish such &
mesult.  Wo think It better to ndd that in accepting your
Passport Wo are 0ot to be understood as committing our-
selves to anything, but to carry into this informal confer
anoce, the viewsand foclings above expiessed. Very ro-

THOS T
On the morning of the 3d the three gentlemen, Meossra,
Btephens, Hunter and Campbell, camo aboard of our

The foregoing, containing, as is belleved, all the in-

formation sought, is respectfully submlited.
ABRAHAM LINQOLN.

Exncorrve Maxmox, Fob. 10, 1805,

The following was enclosed in the meanage sent to the
Benate:—

MR, SEWARD'S MEMORANDA,
Dxrixramer or Brars, Wasmsavon, Feb, 10, 1865,
To Tax Pumsromsr:—

The Becrotary of State, to whom was referred a reso-
lation of the Benate of the 8th inst., requesting the Presi-
dent of the United States, if tn his opinfon it is not In-
compatible with the public interests, to furnish to the
Senate any information in his possession conocerning
recent conversation or communications with eertain
rebeis, sald to huve occurred under Executive sanction,
including communications with the rebel Jofferson Davis,
and any correspondence relating thercto, has the honor
to report that the Benste may properly be re-
ferred 0 & speclal message of the President
bearing upon the subject of the resolution, and
traosmitted to the Houss this day. Appended to
this report ls & copy of the Instructions which have been
addressed to Charles Francls Adams, Esq., Envoy Ex-
trnordinary and Ministor Plenipotentiary of the United
Btates at London, and which s the only correspondence
found In this department touching the subject referred
to in the resolution. Respectfully submitled

WM. I. BEWARD,
ME. SEWARD TO MB. ADAMS.
Durinruzrr or Brave, Wasmmearon, Feb. 9, 1885,

Biz—It lsa trulsm that in times of peace there are al-
‘ways instigations of war; 80 800n &s 8 war begina, there are
cltizens who emphatically demand negotiations of peace.
The advooates of war, after an agitation longer or shorter,
generally guin their fearful end, though the war de-
clared in not unfrequently unnecessary and unwise, Bo,
peace agitations in time of war ultimately bring about an
sbandonmedt of the confliot, sometimes, without pecur-
Ing the advantages which were orlgionlly expected from
the conflict. The agitstors for war n time of peace, and
for peace in. timo of war, are not nocessarily, or, per-
hape, ordinarily, unpatriotie o thelr purposss or motives
Results alone determine whether they are wise or un-
wise. The treaty of peace concluded at Guadflupe Hi-
dalgo was secured by an Irregular negotiation under the
sanction of the government,

Bome of the efforts which have been made to bring
about negotiations with a view to end our clvil war are
known to the whole world, because they have employed
foreign as well as domestic agonta. Others with whom
you have bad to deal conSdentially are knows to your-
sclf, although they have not publicly transpired Other
efforts have ocourred heps, which are known ouly to the
persons sctually moving &7, them and to this government.
Iam now to give for you? information an sccount of an
affalr of the same general charncter which recently re-
oolved much sitention here, snd which, doubtless, will
excite Inquiry abroad.

A fow days agn, Francis P. Blalr, Esq., of
Maryland, obiained from the President s simple
loave to pass through our lines without definite views

and the transport was anchored in

£

Nothing was written or read. The conversation, although
was oalm aod ocourtecus and kind on
The Richmond party apjwosched tho dis-
cussion rather Indirectly, and at no time did they make
categorical demands or tender formal stipulations or ab-
wiote refusals. Nevertheless, during the conference,
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period, he bud requested the second o
the government (Vics President Stephens), to soek a con-
l’m:;:; the avowed object mng to mako :c"rlnqemll

miaam»,mm;uam. #was the olyect o sn-
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an

;|

H

or people, now engaged in conflict with it The
suggestion, though deliberately convidered, was, never-
theless, regardod by the Presidont as one of armistice or
truce, and he announced that wo can agreo W no cessa-
tion or suspension of hostilities except on tho basis of
the disbandment of the insurgent forces and the restora-
tion of the national anthority throughout all the Btates
in the Union. Collaterally, and in sub to the
proposition which was thus announced, the anti-slavery
policy of the United States was reviewed In all its bearings,
and the President mnnoumced that he must not be ex-
pecied to depart from the positions he had herotofore as-
sumed In his proclamation of emancipation and other
d tn, a8 these p were d In his an-
nual message. It was further d 4 by the President,
that the complete restoration of the national suthority
everywhero was an Indispensable condition of nny nssent
on our part to whatever form of might bo proposed.
The Preeident assured the other party, that while he

wos . even
appronch the thrope, Sinee that time he had in varions
ways, and on every proper occasion, Lhat
of thia couutry for peace, and bis own anxisty to soours
it, but, until lately, no opening bhad presented for an ad-
vance towmnd n?nt.lwau. This recent opportunity he
bad embraced. He did (¢ in the hope that some ﬁn of
sccommodatlon might ba agreed cpon.  He would bo less
than man if he had nog felt an earnest desire, a yoarning
anxiety, to relieve the country from the sullerings of the
war, and to send our soldierd to thelr bomes Anything
homorable, and recognizing oy independence as @ ]
m).h:ﬁ;“ ;?udc'y am‘ifd to. Tha person did no
hmoney him might suppose tha', under any cucumdances,
he would consent o miytrud the bate Umia

Weo had now learned the termns on which the enemy
are willing to accord We are requirgd to make an
unconditional su . We are not even allowed Lo go
back to them as we camne out, but are required Lo take
junm:‘m-mmmrwch:mw give the cun-
qu

Man proposes, but God dizposes, Relying on the eour-
age and devotion of bhis countrymen and reverently ap-
poaling to Heaven for lts uld to our cause, the Presidens
said his confidence was rm, that God would abase the
Rrrog of our s, uod crown our exertions
trintnph.

Pregident Lincoln had, Indeed, promised, that in the
t of his laws for the confllseation of our pro-

must adbere to thess positious ho would be prepared, 8o
far as power I8 lodged with the Executlve, Lo exercise
liberality. Its power, however, is limited by the consti-
tution, and, when peace should be made, Congress must
pecessarily act in regard to appropriations of money and
to the admission of repsmsontatives from the insurrec-

tionary Biates.
The Richmond party wero then informed that Con-
grosa had, on the 81st ult., adopted by = constitutional

majority & joint sesolution submitting to the several
Btates the proposition to abolish slavery throughout the
Union, and that there ls every reason to expect that it
will be accepted by theee-feurths of the Htales, 8o as to
become a part of the national ﬂLpnw Inw,

The conference came to an end by mutual sequics-
oenoe, without p ing an ag Lof wiews upon
the several matters disoussed, or any of them. Neverthe-
loss, It is perbapa of somo importance that we have been
able to submit our opinions and views directly to promal-
nent insurgents, and to hear them In ‘answer in a cour-
teous and not unfriendly manner.

1 mm, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. BEWARD.

Our Special Washington Despatch.
Wagmwaros, Feb. 10, 1865
The expectation of the reception of the President's
measage in reforence to the recsnt peace negotiations
attracted & good attendanco in the galleries of the House
to-day. It was received about twenly minutes past one
o'clock, and the Houss immadiately postponed all other
business to hear it read. During the reading there were
occasional manifestations of appl , both on the Soor
and in tho galleries, particularly st the poiats where the
President speaks of our common country, and exprosses his
determination to enter Into no negotiations not based upon
tho idea of & united country. Theso were promptly bup-
preased by the Epeaker, and with these exceptions the
reading waa listened to in tho most profound sllence.
At Hta conclusion thore was geaeral spplanse and ories
of “good, good." Mr. Brooks, of New York, alone at-

mmr and the hanging of our ofMcers, his policy would be

iboral,' (Laughter.) Beeohor, In a lalo sermon st
Washington, had pletured a long line of roboels on thelr
way to the gallows; and President Lincoin's heart had,

rhaps, soltened at tho length of the processdon. The
{;dnrn whom they propose to hang are your servanis,
and they are not worthy to be your servants, the Presi-
dent snid unless they wore willing to be sacrificod in
your cause, even unto death, (Applause,)

If the power of the encmy wore ten tmes greater and
ours ten times less than it 18 there are still some rights
of which they could net dispossess ns—the right to main-
tain our personal honor, and tho right to Gl an henorable

grave, (Loud applause.) If falthiul to this end we shall
stand prond among the prondest of earth. Never
belore have any people remalned po closcly united in so

long a war. Never before have a country's best citizons
composed Its armies. Our Revolationary forefathers
were not united o s concord 2o perfoct a8 ours—though
1t |& true they had less pressure upon them, the Brtish
rulers bong more humane than those of our present one-
mies, and thole generals belouging w0 a keliool thas

led Ithes of afforde

the war,
no pamliel, tho Frosid inued, 80 the struggle
which our country Is mlki.ugo—-w the choerfulness
with which our peoplo have burno sscrifices, and the
courage with which our armies have marched to the
harvost death. It was this magoanimous spiris
which sustalped him (o the confidence that we should
trinmph io the end.  We havo been chastened and may
be again. Lot us profit by the lesson roverses are de-
signod to tench, that we are not to serve a friond  meroly
because he i such, or striko an coemy when we might
serve the conntry.

Thoe President here sald that his m“% ad-
monished bim to close his remnarks; but Lo yi w
loud requests to “go on.'" We maost, he sald, lock
shinlds togother and go forward to save our eouniry, oF
sink together 0 honorable graves. (Load Anbﬁ-.
He was not of those who had cxpocted no discord wn
no partios, but If our disagrcments resull from
passion we must exorcise i, and nake the Fnod
of our country our sole nim. Il we will do
our doly, we reap n  belllant  rowsd
the absenters from our armies will return, amd if the
locul assistance be rendered which may be
afforded, the noble Asmy of Northern Virginis will read
General Grant a yet sevorer lesson thau it taught him
from the Rapidan to the James; while the gallant Beau-
regard will cause Sherman's muroh across Goorgia to be

ki

tempted to stem the tide, and in an hour's speech argued
the case on the side of the rebels, and favoring and urg-
ing tho granting of an armistice. He was freq Iy In-

hi—the miserable would be the survivors

terrupled by questions and remarks from other members,
until he Bnally declined to yleld any further. The foal-
ing of the House and of nearly all present was so en-
tirely In opposition to the sentiment and tone of his re-
marks that |t was hasd work on his part to keep up to
tho requirements of the part he had assumed Hoo
Thadeus Btevens demolished him, in & specch of sbout
ton minutes’ length, s0 complotely that It
was generally felt that further discussion was
P Mr.  Brook adia .

L to the go Mr. Blair visited Rict d,
and on his return he sk i %o the Preaident a letter
which Jefferson Davis had written to Mr. Blair, ia which
Duvis wrote that Mr. Blair was al liberty to say to Prosi-
dent Lincoln that Davis was now, as he always had been,
willing to send sloners, if d they would
be recelved, or Lo receive any that should be seut; that
he was not disposed to find obstacles in forms; that he
would send commissioners to confer with the President
witha view loa of peace b en the two
pections, If he could be assured they wonld be recelved
The President therefors, on the 18th day of January,

3 L] ¥ app d the
sevarity of the scoring which he recelved, of which a
mere report of the language, without the sxprossive man-
ner and force of g L which ck Mr.
Stevens' more serious oratorioal demonstrations, givea
but a faint idea

It is ovident, from careful consideration of the Presi-
dent’s report, that the position taken in this correspond-
ence, that when the parties separated In Hamplon Roads
it waslnot cousidersd thal the affair was then definitel
terminated, or that furilier negotlation waa ¥ d
is fully sustalned. This also appears from the tenar of
the message submitted by Mr. Davis to the rebel Con-

addressed & note to Mr. Blalr, in which the President,
after ackoowledging that he bhad read the note
of Mr. Davia, sald that Do was, ls, and al
ways whould be willing to recelve any agents that
Mr. Davis, or any other influential man now actually re-
sisting the anthority of the government, might send to
eonfer informally with the Presidont with a view to the
restoration of pesce to the people of our common
country.

Mr. Blair visited Richmond with this letter, and then
again came back o Washington.

On the 29th ult we were advised from the camp of
Lieutenant General Grant that Alexander H. Stephens,
R M. T. Hooter and John A Campbell were applying for
eavo to pasa through the lines o Washington aa peace
commissioners o eonfor with the President. They were
permitted by the Lisutenant General to come to his head-
quartors, to await thero the decision of the Presidont.
Major Eokert was went down to meet the party from
Rielimond ot General Grant's  headquarters. The
Major was dirocted 0 dellver 0 them a
copy of the President's letter to Mr Rlair,
with & note 0 be wddressed to them,
and wigned by the Major, in which they were
directly Informed thal they would be allowed to
paes our linea If understood as coming for an informal
eonforence upon the basis of the aforenamed Ietier of
the 15th of Janusry to Mr. Blalr. If they should express
thelr assent to thin condilion o writing, then Major
Eekort was directed to give them safe conduct to Fortross
Monron, where & person  comiug from tho President
would meet them. It beaing thouzht probable, from are-
port of their conversation with Lieutenant General
Grant, that tho Richmoud party would, in the manner
prescribed, accept the condition mentioned, the Secreary
of Btate was charged by the President with the duty of
roprosenting this government io the sxpected Informal
conforence, The Seoretary arrived st Fortress Monros
in the night of the 1st day of Fobruary. Major Eckert met
him on the morning of the 24 of Pebrusry with
the Information that the permsons who bLad comse
from Richimond had not accepted In writing the cond-
tlon apon whicl he was allowed to give them eonduct to
Fortress Monroe,  The Major had given the mame infor-

lon by telograph 1o the President at Washingt

gresa on Monday last. The despaich of General Graot to

the Prosident, which finally indueed him to first
send Mr. 8 d and subsequestly go himself to
meet them, proves that with regard to two at

least of tho delogation there was reason to oxpect that
they were preparcd to consider terms of reunlon. It
must be noticed that neither the President nor the rebal
ecommissioners give s any detalls of the hours of conver-
sation that passed, and which qualified and explain the
more prominoat foatures which wre reported.  There
i po doubt but that there was reason on both sidas
for the bellef that further couferonces would probably
grow out of this preliminary meeting.

Tha tone of public sentiment at Richmond, however,
appears for tho presont to have overborno any such ideas,
and Mr. Davis bas done with the current; and even Mr,
Stephens does not feel strong enough to opposas any fur.
ther resistance Lo It until after the events of the war
shinll have agaln subdaed the artfully excited passions of
the people to & more pacific Jevel

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

J;-l. "l)IVll on Ponce,

WA SPERCH AT THE RICHAMOND MASS MERTINOG IN
FULL,

The Richmond Smiinel of the Ath inst. haa the speach
of the rebel President at the mass meoting, on the 6th
inst., of which we Lhave given & briel and unastisfactory
report, Wo give the spoechi in fall.  The Setinel pays:—

His Excellency, the Prosident of tha Confederste

being on the stand, was londly ealled for and
went to the front Hix w“rl‘lnw was the signal for
prolonged aud enth I cheoring.  Round after round
of choers went up from all parts of the building, and
every voeal energy of the vast meembly seemed taxed to
It nimost (o swalling the tremendous acelamations, The
Prasident meantima gracefully bowed hin thanks to tha
different parts of the sudinnce, and after the Inspiring
outbiurst of sympothy and enthusingm had at length aob
sided he procecasd W address the ssembly.  We pretend
to no more than 10 give the substance of sowe uf Lis
romarke.

The President eald that If ho wers there to assidt In
calebrating some great and decisive v, o our arma,
or In hailing the establishinient of peace, o shonld have
beon most happy. Bat, in thmes lika thess which are
now upon us—when dlll:l!“ confront uyand our path s
basids the losshore and the breakers—1o witnoss the
man [ of mieh & apirit on the part of his country-

On rocelving this information the President preparcd a
talogram directing the Becrotary to return to Washing.
ton. The Heerolary was preparing at the sme moment
to w0 return, withoul walling for information from tha
Prewident, but at this  Juncture Lisutenast General
@rant tolegraphod W the Boorolary of War, as wyll aa
W tho Beerotary of Blate, that the party from Richmond
Lindd peconsbilored and sccepted the eonditon tendersd
them through Major Eokort, and General Orant urgently
adyieed Lho Precilent to eonfer (n parson with the Riel
mowd party.  Undar these eircametances (he Saoretary,
by the Precidont’s direction, remalned at Fortress Mon-
roo, s iha President Joined him thers on tie night of
the 2d of Pebruary. The Richmend party was broaght
dawn the Jamgs river in & United Hiales steam Lransunrt

mon an wis there displayed, was roro than happiness...
It wan oestatie Joy. Ha had always Jooked with pride
upon his countrymen, He had rej 'ced in thoir patriotiam
and their sournge.  Hut he was provder stil when he
contegaplstod the fortitade which plaeks flowers from fa.
virwes, and bonts high with hope (0 the presence of fresh
ealls upantits cou and endurance,

The Predident It waa mect that the epirit which
fnspired thin mesting sboald dod Ite firet atterane: in
Richmond.  Hers avery duy wore heard tho cannons of
the enemy. Innumerabde hillocks in the neighboring
eoimetarion Wil of the brave mon from every Blate in the
coufederncy Who have given tholr lives for their coon! Y
On one of the hills of this city standa thst wered baliding
in which Patrick Henry and hin computriots pledged ke
for \ibkety  Mere 0o, was the capltal of the confedoracy
and of that prowd old Suie which had boon traly worand

Wio “mothor of statesmen.” 11 the spirit which has beon
bars indicatad shall mest with & ysparsl responss. and

n the I'resident sald, he had gratilfying
proofs of the spirit which suimated the people whom he
addressed. He bhod seen oven the okl men upon duty,
careless allko of the ploreing blast and whistling bullet;

and your women have declured that they will the
battlo ll;fma should recoll.  God bless your proud spiris
and manly forutude. Mistory will 4 t W dwell upon

your pralso.

The law and the officors of the law could pot aceom-
plish everything; there was much that could be alfected
only by a sound public oy Fublle oplul must
m{l it & shame and disgrace for & pan o skulk from
nis duty, or to inquire not what he 1sable to do, bas
what the law will make him do.  Our women must take
broomsticks and drive absontoon and stencgiers o thele
duty. (Loud cheors) We have one cause to sustain,
one country to defond. Ho who falle on the soll of Lob-
Isiana, or sheds Lis blood on the woll of North Caroline or
Virginia, is alike an honored martyr. The ingairy amon
am must be, not what pervice we can esoape, but in
of that & generous rivalry among citizens and Suited
']d;‘.ll sbnll do most aud give most to tho cause, (Loud
applause. )

e Prewdent resumed his seat amid loud and enthn.
slastic cheering.

Mr. Sewnrd in a New Character,
[From the Richmond In pateh, Fob, 8.]

Mr, Willlam H. Seward domands our simiration. Hie
Yigod bless you, Hunter,” and “Remomber me to my old
friends In the South' are oxquisite,. We bad sapposed
that Mr. Chester, in Barnaby Ruodge, was a caricature,

bt wo must acg it Mr, Drekens of all exaggemtion, His
polished mastorjdecs of coureour crafl and mall mtl('
must hido ita dimiuished licad by the side of W, M.
Bewnrd,

It were worth years of ordinary slght seaing 10 hava
witnessod  thet” fnterview. Wo should ko to see Me.
Hunter after that bepediction.  Wo sghonld consider it &
privilege o look upon the besd bonored by BSe.
ward'n blessing. Wo faney that s halo  surrounds
It; that a lumipous shadew mitends Jt;  thas
troops of goud ange's surround the b"'lllﬁ-d wman,
“God bless you, Hunter,” (I am In  hopes of
hauging you rome day, old peotleman, bat, in the
meantime, receive iny apostolical beoed cton) “He
member me o my old friends In the Bouth.™ [at the
“old friends' call upon Mr. Hunier and recolve the aftes.

tiotate sonvenin r Seward could hardly supposs that
bis friands bort would ever forget hiv, There are won .
monts to hls gonius in n bund ed thousstd mounds @ st

tored everyw over the surface of thin broad land,
The flames of burning houses and eltles are nightly fa-
minating tbe skies Lo bis honor Evory bresse s laden
with platntive wmeosle, ealled {rth by hie master Land,
The sheoted dond ptart from th e bloody shrouds and
wander through thair old loved homes, whispering the
namo of Bow ard

Not even Lincoln has such elalme upon Confedorate ad.
miratlon, Mo hna nelther the heart nor e fes of
Beward.  Born upon Southert col!, hie cannot allogeiner
erndicnte all tmpolees of homanity foom hin soul, and
all traces of houesty from hils viomge. Mr. Hauter bas
our mympathles, We would sithor bo cursed by say
other man thun blewod by Soward,

The Navy.

ARIVAL OF THE MINNEROTA AT PORTAEMOUTH, N. IT.
The following i a list of oflcers of (the Unitod Btates
steamship Minnosota, which arrived at Portsmouth, N, B,
Febroary 8, from Fort Plalier, vin Hampton Roada . —
Commotk pe (! mmanding—Joseph auman,
Loutenant Cconmander and Jve whine (2 feer—Jamed
Pagieor,
—M. A Bwyvemnt, Edwin T. Wood ard.
—Charlea C. Uphai,
au:pn.-wmu ) y rrlun.
m A e w Hutlor.
l\’h-r“l{—u'.l Cuiel, & K. Bddawes; First Ansst.
ant, J. E &nw\.&r-un Assistants, duy Bampeon and
Herman A. Deiams; Toird Assirant, John & Rafer,
Ating Bargn—James Hirtwlslo, Willise 1. Jome
nln;-,'p A O Cotmor,
Houtawaia—Wiliinnm Baaker,
Gunner—Robert [ Crosg.
B! maker — Thomas Farseit.
Corpenier — A, 0. Goodeoe
Paymaser's Cieck—MW B ¥oody.
Commodor.'s (erk—-0_ 1. Yetandy,
Poymaptr ¢ Aeward Davl! Vaoghan,
"'.W" Siesward—Lhnrles I'Inﬂ i:n.r_,'_.
Herry Glimer in Fort Warren.
Posrow, Fub. 10, 1008,
Major Harry Gilmer, & conspicuoun rebel offoer and
guovilin, arrived in Doston Vo day, and was st once for-
warded to Port Warren, e was (o eharge of his caplor,
Major Young, of General Sbheridan’s soouls,

Frs von mon Sovneens —Mr. Do Condova will deliver
hin colibmiad humorons leetare, ' Mre Bmith's Surpriee
Farty," beforo \he Masonlo Mission, st the Ceoper Instie
uite, Wh1n evoning, tho entire not procesds of which wild

ba dovoled 1o print the lecture and send it for reading 1o
our galiant soldisra




